
WFUMB is collaborating with RAD-AID and we would like to assist RAD-AID in their outreach program in 

Quatemala at the INCAN. According to the WHO: “The Instituto de Cancerología (INCAN) in Guatemala 

City serves as the point of referral and service for Guatemala’s cancer patients. Access to adequate 

medical care in general – and oncological care in particular – is so poor in many areas of Guatemala that 

most cancers are not diagnosed until they are advanced. More than 70% of INCAN’s patients present 

with late-stage disease. The country’s oncologists are keen to develop strategies to reduce the late-stage 

diagnoses and improve outcomes. The administration at INCAN is interested in making improvements in 

cancer detection and prevention. They are currently the best resource for cancer data in Guatemala, 

although there is no national cancer registry. They are very interested in cancer research  

INCAN is a 108-bed hospital whose inpatients are primarily peri-operative for cancer surgery, or receiving 
intensive inpatient radiation or chemotherapy. Patients are also treated there for complications of their 
cancer treatment. However, their primary volume comes from their outpatient side. They see close to 800 
outpatients each day. Some of their highest volumes come from breast, cervical, head and neck, and 
hepatic cancers, but they see and treat all types of cancer patients. Their patients often present at 
extremely late stages of disease, and come from all areas of Guatemala to be seen.   
 
They are technically an NGO, although some of their funding is public. Their primary funding source is 
through the Liga Nacional contra el Cáncer, a nonprofit organization. Each patient is seen by a social 
worker and an evaluation is done to estimate how much each patient can pay, and they are charged on a 
graded scale. Patients who are referred from public hospitals for their cancer treatment are covered by 
public funds. However, many patients still cannot afford to have their cancer treated. They estimate that 
1/3 of their patients complete treatment, 1/3 start but do not finish treatment, and 1/3 are unable to start 
treatment due to inability to pay.  
 
INCAN has one old US unit, Philips Envisor, series number USN0405061. They are in great need of a 
new US unit. RAD-AID’s mission is to improve their Radiology department and WFUMB’s mission is to 
help bring a sustainable ultrasound program. Working together, WFUMB and RAD-AID hope to achieve 
both missions. We would like Philips help to provide a new US unit at a discounted price that a donor 
would be happy to purchase for INCAN to replace the Envisor. We are also inquiring if Philips would 
provide an education grant to support at least 2 speakers at a week-long educational course at INCAN 
including hands-on US training plus educational material. Similar to our planned course in Gondar, 
Ethiopia, we would like Philips to provide additional US equipment for the course and 2 weeks after the 
course for additional hands-on US training. Other physicians in the region would also be invited 

 
 


